Best Practices and Artifacts

Proficient Level
	Component 1a
	Best Practice
	Artifacts

	The teacher consistently demonstrates basic content knowledge of subject(s) taught through daily lesson plan
	Standards and Performance objective are aligned throughout design process 
Content learning is connected to prior student learning in the content

Material created is accurate in content

	Curriculum Map
Unit plans

Lesson Plans

Venn Diagrams

Comparison Charts

Analogies 

Metaphors

PowerPoints

Handouts

Visuals

	The teacher demonstrates a complete understanding of the AZ Academic Standards embedded in the subject and grade curriculum by relating lesson objectives to the standards orally or in writing.  This may be accomplished by referencing  the appropriate  standards in the lesson plan and/or having the standards or essential questions posted on the wall or displayed electronically 
	Using standards and performance objectives in designing curriculum maps, unit plans, lesson plans
Teaching the objective so students are able to articulate what they are learning and why
The activities and assessments align with the standards and performance objectives

Explaining the relationship of the student work to the standard and performance objective
	Curriculum Maps
Unit Plans

Lesson Plans

Lesson plan activity

Check for understanding activity that is related to student articulation of  standards and performance objectives
Curriculum Maps

Unit Plans

Lesson Plans

Standards and performance objectives listed on assessments, activities

	Basic Pedagogical knowledge is demonstrated through appropriate lesson steps, including setting the stage, activating prior learning, presenting clear objectives, providing guided and independent practice, and using assessment to guide practice
	Evidence of unit pre-assessment

Lesson plans that include:

Setting for Learning – cues, questions, advanced organizer
Activating prior learning - cues, questions, advanced organizer, graphic organizers, non-linguistic representations 

Presenting clear objectives – Setting objectives and providing feedback

Providing guided and independent practice – Homework and practice

Assessment – Setting objective and providing feedback
	Completed student assessment
Charted classroom data

Lesson Plans with structures included

	The teacher answers student questions or clarifies student confusion or lack of understanding of lesson objective
	During the set for learning the teacher accesses prior knowledge and clarifies misinformation prior to getting into the lesson
Teacher asks to have his or her directions clarified by students to check for understanding

Teacher takes time to gather questions and the answer actually clarifies for the student


	

	The teacher displays an understanding of the AZ Teaching Standards through discussion with administrator
	Teacher speaks to or demonstrates:
1 Designing and Planning

2 Creating and Maintaining a Learning Environment

3 Implementing and Managing Instruction

4 Assessing Learning and Communicating Results

5 Collaborating with Colleagues, Parents, the Community, and other agencies

6 Reviewing and Evaluating Overall Performance

7 Maintaining General and Specific Academic Knowledge

8 Demonstrating Current Professional Knowledge

9 Collaborating with other Professionals and Parents


	1 
Planning Documents
2
Behavior Plans

Student Expectations

Behavior Documentation

Parent Contacts
3

Student Activities

PowerPoints

Advanced Organizer

4

Assessments

Work with written feedback

5
Speakers (Outside Resources)
6

Reflection

7

Content related courses, workshops

8 Instructional courses, workshops

9

PLC Work


Best Practices and Artifacts

Proficient Level

	Component 1c
	Best Practice
	Artifacts

	The teacher consistently demonstrates the ability to select standards-based instructional goals
	Goals are clearly related to standards and performance objectives at the appropriate grade level
If there are gaps in student learning the teacher knows that gap and is addressing it through instruction but still assessing at grade level

There is enough rigor in the goals so that students must work hard to meet proficiency but not too much rigor to create frustration 


	Curriculum Map

Unit plans

Lesson Plans

Personalized Learning Contract
Tiered Lessons

Unit Lesson Plans

Student Conversations



	Goals are stated a majority of the time in written lessons 
	Goals are clearly related to standards and performance objectives at the appropriate grade level
	Curriculum Maps

Unit Plans

Lesson Plans

	The goals are suited to most students as evidenced by lesson plan documentation, student behavior, in the learning activity, and /or measurement of student achievement
	Pre-assessment data is used to determine goals
Feedback from previous student work drive goal development

Frustration level of students in class establishes that goals are appropriate as each student is needing to work hard but not frustrated to the point of being off task or quitting 
	Pre-assessments
Pre-assessment data

Feedback on student work 
Goal sheets using teacher feedback

Observation

Student Conversations


Best Practices and Artifacts

Proficient Level

	Component 1e
	Best Practice
	Artifacts

	The learning activities selected by the teacher are suitable to both students and to the instructional goals a majority of the time and the students are able to complete the activities most of the time
	Standards and Performance objective are aligned throughout design process 

Content learning is connected to prior student learning in the content

Material created is accurate in content


	Curriculum Map

Unit plans

Lesson Plans

Venn Diagrams

Comparison Charts

Analogies 

Metaphors

PowerPoints

Handouts

Visuals

	A  majority of the time materials and resources selected by the teacher support the goals and serve to engage the students in the learning activities 
	Using standards and performance objectives in designing curriculum maps, unit plans, lesson plans

Teaching the objective so students are able to articulate what they are learning

The activities and assessments align with the standards and performance objectives

Explaining the relationship of the student work to the standard and performance objective
	Curriculum Maps

Unit Plans

Lesson Plans

Lesson plan activity

Check for understanding activity that is related to student articulation of  standards and performance objectives

Curriculum Maps

Unit Plans

Lesson Plans

Standards and performance objectives listed on assessments, activities

	Instructional groups are varied , as appropriate to the different instructional goals a majority of the time
	Evidence of unit pre-assessment

Lesson plans that include:

Setting for Learning – cues, questions, advanced organizer
Activating prior learning - cues, questions, advanced organizer, graphic organizers, non-linguistic representations 

Presenting clear objectives – Setting objectives and providing feedback

Providing guided and independent practice – Homework and practice

Assessment – Setting objective and providing feedback
	Completed student assessment

Charted classroom data

Lesson Plans with structures included


Best Practices and Artifacts

Proficient Level

	Component 1f
	Best Practice
	Artifacts

	Performance objectives are clearly communicated to students orally and in writing.  The teacher checks for understanding of the performance expectations during the lesson
	Teacher teaches the objective providing the steps in the thinking required and a description of what  proficiency will look like
Teacher check all students understanding of what they are to do and how they need to reach proficiency


	Lesson Plans

Student folders with essential learnings (POs) listed 
Rubrics with level of proficiency

Observation of checks for understanding


	Various assessment tools are used to measure student progress and they include criteria that relate to the instructional goals
	Aligned assessments
Assessments with the objectives listed on the assessment

Aligned informal assessments
	Formal and Informal Assessments

	Evidence exists that teachers rely on assessment results to plan instruction., which relate to the instructional goals.
	Evidence of unit pre-assessment

Built in time for re-focused learning and enrichment based on assessment data

Tiered assignments

Personalized Contracts

 Flexible student grouping
	Pre-assessments and  classroom data
Curriculum Maps

Differentiated Student Work

Flexible grouping


