Domain 1a – Setting and Essential Questions

Anticipatory Setting - The attention getter for the lesson and generates interest by creating a need to know. 
Accuracy in Steps – 
· The setting must activate curiosity

· Establishes a readiness for learning-gets students mentally or physically ready to learn

· Can tie into previous learning/background

· Must be relevant to the lesson objective

· Bell work is a management strategy and not necessarily a setting

Examples of Setting – 

· Ask students to relate a personal experience that related to the objective of the lesson 

· Ask students to list information from a previous lesson

· Ask students to react to a picture/image

· Students answer a question pertaining to the lesson
· Videos examples-edutopia.edu, United Streaming

· Advanced organizers

· Use cueing and questioning
· Voki

Notes/additions:

Essential Questions - Wiggins and McTighe define essential questions as “questions that are not answerable with finality in a brief sentence… Their aim is to stimulate thought, to provoke inquiry, and to spark more questions — including thoughtful student questions — not just pat answers”
Accuracy in Steps – 

· They are open-ended, broad in scope, and require more than a simple or single right answer

· They are deliberately thought-provoking, counter-intuitive, and/or controversial

· They require students to draw upon content knowledge and personal experience

· They can be revisited throughout the unit to engage students in an evolving dialogue and debate

· They lead to other essential questions posed by students
· Essential questions should be few in number — “two to five per unit”

Work Cited: Wiggins, Grant, and Jay McTighe. Understanding by Design. Expanded 2nd Edition. Alexandria, VA: ASCD, 2005.
Unit and Essential Questions Checklist:

· Is the question an ODI question – Open, Deep, and Interesting?

· Does the question arouse student curiosity?

· Will the student use higher-level thinking skills to answer the question?

· Will the student have to know a lot of content before he/she can answer the question?

· Is there more than one right answer to the question?

· Does the question require more than a mere yes/no answer or a few sentences?

· Will an answer to this question reveal the richness and complexity of the subject?

· Does the question point to the key inquiries and the core ideas of the discipline?

· Does the question raise other important questions?

· Will the question recur naturally throughout one’s learning and in the history of a field?

http://courseweb.unt.edu/overall/CECS4100/Resources/EssentialQuestionsChecklist.doc
Examples of Essential Questions -   

Science 

1. How do chemicals benefit or hurt society? 

2. Are animals essential for man’s survival? 

3. Does South Carolina have reason to fear a natural disaster?  Which ones or Why not? 

4. What must a scientist do in order to research something? 

5. How can examining cause and effect help us understand relationships between organisms, places, ideas, and events?

6. Why should we understand how organisms, places, and ideas have changed over time?

7. Is the world today a better place than the world of the past? Will our future world be better than today's world?

Math

1. When should I multiply? When can’t I multiply? When is multiplication most useful?  Can multiplication make things smaller? 

2. How is geometry used in the real world? 

3. What is the role of geometry in advertising, architecture, or fabric design? 

4. How would you explain, demonstrate, or draw the ________ process? 

5. What is the benefit of charts, tables, and graphs in our daily lives?

6. How do you use information gained to solve problems?

7. How is probability used to predict outcomes in problem-solving?

8. How is math relevant to me?

9. Why do we use variables?

10. Can you find the absolute value of a rational number?

11. How do linear inequalities fit into real-world situations?

Social Studies

1. Should there be limits on personal freedom?

2. When is violence justified?

3. Who should have access to the American dream?

4. Do we have a responsibility to help others?

5. Are the benefits of progress worth the costs?

6. Can we have both liberty and security? Is it better to work together or alone?

7. How am I connected to those in the past?
Language Arts

1. Why read? 
What is the connection between reading and writing? 

2. Do stories need a beginning, middle, and end?  Why? 

3. What does the “_____” teach us about life? 

4. How do nouns control meaning?

5. What is the relationship between thinking and writing or speaking?

6. What is the intended impact of each genre on its audience?

Technology

1. How would our culture be different without computers? 
2. Is new technology always better than that which it will replace? 
3. What can we learn from the past about how new technologies result in broader social change, some of which is unanticipated? 

4. How can we cope with the ever-increasing pace of change, perhaps even with the feeling that technology has gotten out of control? 

5. How can we manage technology so that the greatest number of people benefit from it? 

6. How can we preserve our fundamental values and beliefs in a world that is rapidly becoming one technology-linked village?

Physical Education

1. What parts of movements are most important when controlling objects?

2. What concepts and skills are essential to successful participation in selected lifelong activities?

3. What knowledge and attitudes must be acquired to effectively manage your own health-related fitness?
4. How can advertising affect a teen’s choices? 

Art

1. Is art important or necessary?
2. How do people express themselves through art today? 

3. How has art changed through time? 

4. What exactly is art? Are there limits to Art making?
Foreign Language

1. What is culture? 

2. What does foreign mean?

3. How are we transformed by our study of languages and cultures?
Notes/additions:

Domain 1a – Setting and Essential Questions

Possible Training Options

Setting – 

· Model strategies with school-based, content materials

· Review teacher activities for accuracy in steps
· Create a wiki  where teachers collectively add content-based/grade-level setting activities

· Introduce staff to related technology – 

· Voki.com

· United Streaming

· Edutopia.com

· Mindmeister.com

· Collaboratively complete grade level appropriate setting activities for lesson objectives

· Model the use of cueing, questioning, and advanced organizers

Notes/additions:

Essential Questions – 

· Model effective essential questions vs. performance objectives

· Create a wiki where teachers collectively add content-based/grade-level appropriate essential questions

· Review teacher-created essential questions using the provided checklist

· Collaboratively create grade level appropriate essential questions for content units

· Teacher book study on Understanding by Design, Wiggins, Grant, and Jay McTighe
Notes/additions:

